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Ex. “they carried like freight trains; they carried it
on their backs and shoulders-and for all the
ambiguities of Vietnam, all the mysteries and
unknowns, there was at least the single abiding
certainty that they would never be at a loss for
things to carry” (O’Brien 11).

Ex. O’Brien chooses to end the first section of the
novel with this sentence. The combination of the
actual physical items the soldiers carried on their
backs and the emotional weight of loved ones at
home, the fear of death, and the responsibility for
the men they fight with are the only certainty for
the men in Vietnam.
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